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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts; 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  Ibrowse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #06MANAGUA2606. 
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SUBJECT:  RIZO  TO  A/S  SHANNON:  WE  WILL  REFORM  THE  PLC  FROM 

WITHIN 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Paul  A.  Trivelli.  Reasons  1.4  (B,D). 

^1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  On  November  28,  Assistant  Secretary  Thomas 

Shannon  met  with  Jose  Rizo  and  Jose  Antonio  Alvarado,  former 
presidential  and  vice  presidential  candidates  for  the  Liberal 
Constitutional  Party  (PLC).  Voicing  their  discontent  with 
the  election  process,  Rizo  and  Alvarado  insisted  that  they 
were  "cheated  out  of  the  possibility  of  a second  round. " 

Rizo  spoke  about  his  desire  to  reform  or  "rescue  the  PLC"  and 
remove  Arnoldo  Aleman  from  his  leadership  role  in  the  party. 

He  envisions  a more  democratic  PLC  that  will  be  the  "one 
liberal  force"  in  Nicaragua.  END  SUMMARY. 

WE  WERE  CHEATED 


J_2 . (C)  Jose  Antonio  Alvarado  told  A/S  Shannon  that  according 

to  his  party's  data,  the  PLC  should  have  garnered  enough 
points  to  take  the  election  to  a second  round  against 
Sandinista  National  Liberation  Front  (FSLN)  candidate  Daniel 
Ortega.  According  to  Alvarado,  early  election  results 
collected  by  the  PLC  and  the  OAS  indicated  a close  race 
between  the  PLC  and  the  FSLN,  but  that  the  election  (or  the 
chance  for  a second  round)  "was  stolen  from  the  PLC"  by  a 
deal  Arnoldo  Aleman  struck  with  the  FSLN.  Alvarado  claims 
that  Aleman  conspired  with  Supreme  Electoral  Council  (CSE) 
president  Roberto  Rivas  to  alter  the  results.  (COMMENT: 
Although  the  PLC  did  garner  more  votes  than  some  of  the  polls 
predicted,  neither  the  CSE  numbers  nor  the  Etica  y 
Transparencia  quick  count  bear  out  Alvarado's  claim.  END 
COMMENT . ) 

REFORM  FROM  WITHIN 


J.3 . (C)  Rizo  expressed  to  Shannon  his  goal  to  reform  the 

party  from  within  so  that  it  can  become  the  primary  liberal 
opposition  to  the  FSLN.  He  hopes  to  democratize  the  party 
and  unite  all  the  liberals  under  the  PLC  "umbrella."  He 
stated  that  the  political  parties  in  Nicaragua  resist 
modernization  and  advancement  and  that  he  will  fight  to 
"rescue  the  dignity  of  Nicaraguan  liberalism." 

J.4 . (C)  Echoing  Rizo ' s comments,  Alvarado  emphasized  that  the 

best  way  to  reform  the  party  is  from  the  inside.  He  added 
that  he  should  never  have  left  the  party  (he  later  returned) 
because  change  must  be  initiated  from  within  the  party. 
Alvarado  claimed  that  the  PLC  is  still  powerful,  as  evidenced 
by  its  strong  showing  in  the  deputy  races,  and  that  the  party 
wants  to  maintain  a close  relationship  with  the  United 
States.  Both  Rizo  and  Alvarado  asserted  that  abandoning  the 


PLC  would  not  eliminate  the  problem  of  Aleman.  They  asserted 
that  Aleman  could  hold  at  least  10%  of  the  vote,  and 
therefore  could  remain  a "pebble  in  the  shoe  of  liberalism." 
Rizo  and  Alvarado  insisted  that  the  "Aleman  problem"  could 
only  be  resolved  within  the  party. 

ALEMAN  MUST  GO 


^5.  (C)  Envisioning  a strong  PLC  without  the  influence  of 

Aleman,  Alvarado  acknowledged  that  Aleman's  role  within  the 
PLC  has  been  divisive  and  he  must  be  forced  to  abandon  his 
role  within  the  party  by  PLC  members  themselves . He  noted 
that  the  PLC  is  starting  to  hold  party  leadership  meetings  in 
other  locations  (instead  of  at  Aleman's  El  Chile  residence). 

^6.  (C)  Rizo  alleged  that  Aleman  does  not  want  him  in  the 

National  Assembly  and  that  he  has  conspired  to  rob  him  of 
that  seat.  However,  Rizo  will  continue  to  fight  for  his 
spot,  claiming  he  will  take  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
(NOTE:  Article  133  of  the  Nicaraguan  constitution  entitles 

the  former  vice  president  to  serve  as  the  former  president's 
alternate  in  the  National  Assembly,  and  makes  no  mention  that 
this  right  is  forfeited  if  the  vice  president  resigns,  as  in 
Rizo's  case.  END  NOTE) 

^7.  (C)  Shannon  emphasized  the  United  State's  commitment  to 

democracy  and  development  in  Nicaragua  and  said  that  his 
meeting  with  Ortega  was  an  opportunity  to  start  a dialogue 
with  the  new  government.  Alvarado  commented  that  Ortega's 
statements  so  far  have  been  "measured"  and  attributed  that 
posture  to  Rosario  Murillo's  influence.  Alvarado  added  that 
he  expects  Ortega  will  maintain  this  approach  over  the  next 
six  months  as  the  FSLN  consolidates  power,  but  later  Ortega's 
stance  will  change.  Whatever  Ortega's  future  actions,  both 

Rizo  and  Alvarado  said  now  was  a good  time  to  engage  Ortega. 
They  said,  "Call  his  bluff  now.  It  will  make  it  costlier  for 
him  to  walk  away  from  you  later." 

^8.  (U)  Participants: 

Nicaragua : 

Jose  Rizo 

Jose  Antonio  Alvarado 


U.S.  : 

Assistant  Secretary  Tom  Shannon 
Ambassador  Paul  Trivelli 
DCM  Peter  Brennan 

Poloff  Nicole  Chulick  (notetaker) 

J.9 . (U)  This  cable  was  cleared  by  A/S  Shannon. 

TRIVELLI 


